
Unitarians in Edinburgh, St Mark’s Unitarian Church

Protection of Children and Vulnerable Adults Policy Statement

Unitarians in Edinburgh (the community of St Mark’s Unitarian Church) is committed to the 
safeguarding of children and vulnerable adults and ensuring their well-being. We recognise 
that we all have a responsibility to help prevent the physical, sexual, psychological, financial 
and discriminatory abuse and neglect of children and vulnerable adults and to report any 
such abuse that we suspect or discover.

All adults should enjoy and have access to every aspect of the life in our community and 
every child should be valued, safe and happy. We recognise they have rights and hope 
children have the confidence to tell us if they are suffering harm. We appreciate that 
vulnerable adults have rights and choices and will ensure all our policies and procedures 
reflect this. 

We are committed to:

 Following best practice and denominational guidelines in relation to safeguarding 
children and adults and will ensure that as a place of worship we will work within the
agreed procedure of our safeguarding policy.

 Supporting and training those who undertake work with children and vulnerable 
adults.

 Keeping up to date with national and local developments relating to safeguarding.

 Ensuring that everyone is aware that we have a safeguarding Policy and that copies 
of this are available on our website and in our premises. 

 Supporting people who may be affected by the impact of abuse on their life.

St Mark’s Children’s Programme

There is a regular programme of activities for children at St Mark’s, to support parents 
attending the Sunday service. This programme takes place in the lower hall and adjacent to 
the sanctuary, for less than a hour per week. Two leaders deliver the programme each 
Sunday and these volunteers are drawn from a rota of approved leaders who are supported 
by an appointed children’s programme coordinator. Parents are welcome to join the 
programme, and may wish to rejoin the service when their child is settled.

The children’s programme coordinator ensures we have systems in place for obtaining 
references and checks on all those involved in working with children and vulnerable adults 
and that accurate records are maintained on all safeguarding concerns.
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St Mark’s pastoral care team 

We have a pastoral care team who coordinate concerns about vulnerable members of the 
community. They compliment the work of the minister and may occasionally visit members 
in their own home. The pastoral care team members are supported by the minister and care
will be taken to ensure the safety of vulnerable adults. 

St Mark’s Safeguarding Group

Council has nominated three members of our community, identified below, who have 
particular knowledge and experience in safeguarding to oversee our responsibilities in this 
area. This group lead awareness of this issue and will arrange relevant training for leaders 
and volunteers and keep them informed of new developments and good practice issues. 
This group also has the responsibility to oversee all arrangements to supervise and support 
any members or attendees who have a history of offending behaviour.

The safeguarding group will review the policy in practice, provide training and prepare an 
annual report to council. They will work in partnership with statutory and other agencies and
facilitate any communication that may be required on behalf of children and adults in need 
of protection.

A copy of our comprehensive policy on safeguarding is available in the vestry. Any 
safeguarding concerns can be discussed with the safeguarding coordinators or the minister 
details below:

Mary McKenna, Joan Cook, Sara Robinson. Rev Peter Fairbrother. 

Action to be taken when concerned about suspected or alleged abuse

 Any concerns about a child or vulnerable adult who may be at risk should be fully 
discussed with one of the three nominated people with special responsibility for 
safeguarding as a matter of urgency.

 If the concern is such that a child or vulnerable adult may have been abused while 
involved with St Mark’s this must be notified to the relevant local authority for 
investigation.

 In the City of Edinburgh Council, this would involve notifying Social Care Direct at 
0131 200 2327. 

 If the concerns are historic or related to events in other areas again the relevant 
local authority or police these must be discussed with a member of the safeguarding 
group and notified to the the local authority.
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